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DANIEL RICCIARDO 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.33 pm]: Like most sports lovers in 
recent years, I have been watching with great interest the emergence on the world stage of a young 
Western Australian sportsman. Earlier this week, Daniel Ricciardo fulfilled a childhood dream, and put Duncraig 
on the world map, by winning the Canadian Formula 1 Grand Prix. Those who know Daniel personally will not 
be at all surprised by his maiden grand prix victory on the challenging Montreal circuit. Since his promotion to 
the Red Bull Racing world champion team this season, he has shown that he truly belongs alongside the world’s 
elite racing drivers in the most challenging competition in world racing. 

Born in Perth in 1989, Daniel is a proud Western Australian who now resides in Monaco. He started karting at 
nine years of age and, with the strong support of his family, claimed victories in numerous state and national 
championships. In 2006, Daniel won the prestigious Formula BMW Asia Pacific scholarship and competed in 
the Asian championship, finishing third with two race wins, one pole position and 12 podium finishes in 
19 starts. From there Daniel competed in the Italian Formula Renault championship with RP Motorsport, where 
he first came to the attention of Red Bull Racing. In 2009, Daniel was the winner of the British Formula 3 
championship with Carlin Motorsport, with seven race wins, nine pole positions and 11 podium finishes. 

After another successful season in the Renault 35 championship, Daniel secured a spot as the reserve driver for 
Red Bull Racing and Scuderia Toro Rosso. In 2012, Daniel was elevated to race driver for Toro Rosso in the 
Formula 1 grand prix series. Against all the odds, Daniel achieved six top 10 finishes and finished eighteenth in 
the driver’s championship. Another highly commendable season in the Toro Rosso seat in 2013 resulted in 
Daniel being confirmed as the second driver in the Red Bull world champion team alongside reigning champion 
Sebastian Vettel. Daniel’s class was plain to see in his first outing with Red Bull at the Australian Grand Prix, 
where a mechanical technicality denied him a podium finish. After victory in Canada, he now sits comfortably in 
third place in the driver’s championship and has given himself a genuine opportunity to be Western Australia’s 
first Formula 1 world champion. 

On behalf of the Parliament, I extend my congratulations to Daniel on his achievements thus far and for his 
ongoing success. He is an outstanding role model and ambassador for Western Australia and thoroughly 
deserves the accolades coming his and his family’s way after many years of sacrifice and commitment. 
Congratulations, Daniel. You make us all very proud. 
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